Thermoregulatory activity of sodium nitroprusside and arginine vasopressin.
1. Thermal responses to sodium nitroprusside (SNP, 3 mg/kg/hr) and arginine vasopressin (AVP, 3 micrograms/kg) were investigated in normothermic and febrile rabbits (LPS, 1 microgram/kg) at ambient temperature of 20.0 +/- 1.0 degrees C. Furthermore, blood pressure after these drugs was tested on a separate group of animals. 2. I.v. infusion of SNP produced hypothermia and attenuated pyrogen fever. On the other hand, AVP increased body temperature and intensified the febrile response. 3. Both drugs affected in an opposite way blood pressure, i.e. SNP produced falls and AVP increases in this parameter. 4. The relationship between the activity of the vascular and thermoregulatory systems in normothermic or febrile state is discussed.